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Huawei and Espionage
	Huawei is a company that specializes in the manufacture and distribution of information technology equipment, telecommunication infrastructure and mobile devices. The company has its key focus in areas of telecommunication networks, information technology, cloud-based services and smart portable devices. The headquarters of the Huawei Company is based in the city of Shenzhen in the southern Chinese province of Guangdong. However, the Huawei Company is a multi-national corporation which conducts business globally with its market focus being in Africa, Asia, Latin America and Europe. Over the recent past, the Huawei Company has been trying to penetrate the United States information technological market. 
	The Huawei Company is currently facing investigations in the United States for its alleged participation in Chinese industrial espionage. According to Kroft (2012), the company is currently being investigated by the House Intelligence Committee. This investigation was also prompted by the Chinese government’s perceived connection with the Huawei and how the relationship can consequently affect the national security of the United States.
	Espionage refers to the process of secretly and illegally procuring data with the requisite permission from it legal holders. Industrial espionage refers to a type of spying undertaken by some companies and corporation for economic and financial gain and other commercial reason rather than for purely political purposes. Allegedly Huawei is committed industrial espionage in several instances. The first instance in which Huawei was accused of industrial espionage involved allegations that the company had copied cisco’s network router design and specifications. The second instance of industrial espionage involved the recruitment of Motorola employees by Huawei who were later used to steal industrial and proprietary secrets.
	Huawei poses a national security threat to the United States concerns about the possibility that the Chinese plan on using the multi-national corporation to spy on top United States government officials and steal national military secrets through its telecommunication devices have emerged among members of the Congress, the federal security agencies and even the C.I.A. Additionally, Huawei poses the threat of invasion of the ordinary citizens privacy through acts of espionage through their communication devices. Also, the Huawei Company poses the threat against the United States national interest due to its potential to be used by the Chinese to commit economic espionage and steal intellectual property that belongs to both the American citizens and government.
	Other than being Huawei’s parent country, China has had major influences in the rapid growth of the Huawei Company experienced over the last two and a half decades. The Chinese military greatly contributes to and regulates the communication industry in China. Additionally, the Chinese army contributes to the growth of Huawei as the company’s founder, Ren Zhengfei, served as a major in the Chinese army and acquired vast knowledge as information technology engineer in the army before retiring and using the knowledge to start the Huawei Company. Huawei’s strategy to first penetrate the rural regions of the United States then slowly and gradually attaining the urban and city markets is considered to be a Maoist strategy. 
	The Chinese government secretly funded the company to enable the Huawei Company to become the global leader in the manufacture of telecommunication infrastructure. This secret funding had the ultimate goal of utilizing the Huawei Company in the Chinese espionage activities globally and particularly in the United States.
	The United States telecommunication industry fell behind or lagged when it came to the 4th generation network due to poor policies being employed by telecommunication devices and equipment with regards to developing the technology. Also, the absence of government interest and support also contributed to the United States telecommunication industry lagging behind when it came to 4G development.
	Huawei is not an open book. Despite efforts by the company’s American president, Bill Plummer, to portray the company as an open book the company is not transparent or open. The company’s founder, Mr. Ren, has never accepted to give an interview to shed light to details about the company’s funding and other controversial issues. Additionally, the company in a public relations stunt allowed for the media into its headquarters in Shenzhen but barred them from interviewing the company employees.
[bookmark: _GoBack] 	The Huawei case shed a light on the benefits accrued from being a government supported business. The most notable advantage is easy access to funding for growth. In Huawei's case, the government of China funded the company's growth to enable it to become the leader in the manufacture of telecommunication equipment. However, being aligned with the government offers the disadvantage of always being under the suspicion of espionage and even the risk of facing embargoes and sanctions as in the case of Huawei in the United States. 
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